





i CHAPTER III ‘ 
CONVERSION OF THE PARAVARS Ba 
THE COMING OF THE JESUITS 
St. Francis Xavier | 2 | 
j (1535-1552) 
_ 1. ECCLESIASTICAL ORGANISATION 2 Wed 


Art the time of Vasco de Gama’s arrival in Calicut, ‘the, 
“Christus Order’, with Thom&r as its principal See, had the 
spiritual jurisdiction over all the countries that were to be 
discovered by the Portuguese. Thus India came automatically 
under it. Pope Leo X, by a Bull of 12 June 1514, suppressed j 
the Vicariate of Thomar, and instituted the Diocese of Funchal 
in Madeira. Diego Pinheiro, the last of the Thomar Bisheps, 
was nominated first Bishop of this See. The right of nomi- 
Be nation of the Bishops of Funchal was granted to the Kings of | 
p Portugal. The new Bishop sent his Vicars to India. Thus i “J 
in 1514 there was already a Vicar, Alfonso, in Cannanoré. 
In 1516 a Diego Moraes was Vicar of Calicut (Kallay1).s | 
= Meanwhile, a Dominican,’ DỌRANTE NUNES, Bishop of Lasdi-? 

cea in partibus inf. came to India in 1514 to consecrate clerics, | $ 
chalices, altar-stones and holy oils; but as he found the harvest 
field as yet unripe and all the ecclesiastical institutions with- ' 
out coherence, he returned to Portugal in 1517, and died, Jos 

there in 1527. In 1518 ANDREAS TORQUEMADA, Bishop | 
Dumensis, a Franciscan, started for India. He seems to have » 
_reached only in 1922. It was probably under his rule, that F°] 
a Mission was established in Mangalore by the Franciscans 
coming from Goa. Three Churches were sool? erected, and TS 
. dedicated to Our Lady of the Rosary, Our Lady of Mercy ard 
St. Francis. In 1532, as Bishop Delegate of the Biskop of ` 
Funchal, nominated by Joao III and approved by Clement VIS 
FERNANDO VACQUEIRO, Bishop of Aureljopolis, a Reformed 
Franciscan, came ¿out to India. He proved to be a-truly 
Apostoliceman, administeriag Confirmation, and Holy Orders, 

and trying his }est to improye the morals ofthe Poxtuguese. 
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Se He was recalled by the King on a®count of old age, and. died, 
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Conversion of the Paravars 115 


At the beginning of 1533 Clement VII, by the bull Romani 
Pontificis #Circumspectio, raised Funchal to an ‘Archdiocese, 


| and Paul III, by the Constitution Aequum Reputamus of Nov- 


ember 3rd, 1534, made Goa its Suffragan, giving it jurisdiction 


from the Cape of Goodhope to China. The right of presenta- 


ition for all dignities and benefices in the Diocese was granted 


to the King of Portugal, under the condition that he would 
maintain the Churches and Convents of the Diocese, procure 
the vestments, erect new Churches, pay proper stipends to 


all the Ecclesiastics, so that they might live in decent comfort. - 
"The first Bishop of Goa, 


nominated by the King, 
confirmed by Paul UT on April 22nd, 1537, was JOAO ALBU- 
QUERQUE, a Retormed Franciscan. He started for Goa with 
another member of his Order, FR. VINCENTE DE LAGOS, 
whos will zealously work for the conversion of the Rajah of 
Tanur, and for the Thomas Christians. 


Naturally, the jurisdiction of the new Bishop was Cey an 


vague, first because the Diocese had practically no limits; 


second because Rome had taken no notice of the Thomas’: 
sGhristians; 


thirdly because the King reserved to himself the 
right to appoint Missionaries, and give them jurisdiction in- 
, dependently of the Bishop of Goa. 

“The Portuguese rapidly spread along the coast of ihe 
Indian Peninsula, they entered Ceylon, they reached Malacca, 
the Moluccas and even Japan. Priests and Religious accom- 
panied them everywhere. The Religious claimed exemption 


' by law, the Priests, owing to the enormous distances and the 
$ lack of organization, 


had it de facto. So the power of the 
“Archbishop of Goa was felt in the countries near Goa. pises 
where at was but a shadow. 


>“ ~ Bishop Jgao died in Pae 1553, and frem: that year 
In 1557 Goa was raised 


till 1557 no new Pastor was appointed. 


.. to the status of Archdiocese. 


~~ During*the vacancy a Vicar Capitular ruled the Diocese. 


> 


2. Don JoAo DA CRUZ AND THE CONVERSION OF THE 
PafavARS OR BHARATHARS (1) 


poe the death of Don Henrique de Menezes (1526), ‘the 


3 acting Viceroy, Lobo Vaz de Sampayo, sent a férce against some 


i ships, belonging to the Zamorin, Which were in _Cannanore. 
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116 The Jesuits in Malabar 


Later on (1529) the new Viceroy determined to crush the 
Ruler of Calicut, wno always opposed Portuguese dxpansion 
and commerce. He ordered 30 sails under Diogd da Silveira 
to scour the Coast of Malabar. This fleet caused such devasta- 
tion that the Zamorin sued for peace, which the Viceroy 
refused. Da Silveira captured no less than 27 Indian vessels) > 
during the blockade. He suggested that a fortress should be 
built, at the mouth of the Beypoor river at Chaliyam. In 1531 


a successful intrigue with the Raja of Tanur, who owned f: 


’ the territory around Chaliyam enabled the Portuguese’ to, 
~ Yerect the fort, which they had planned. The fort was completed 
{ in 1532. It contained houses for 120 men and a Church. The 
Governor called it Santa Maria do Castello, appointed Diogo 
Pereira Captain, and Manoel de Sousa was ordered to protect 
it from the sea with 22 ships. The naval warfare continued, 
with heavy losses on both sides. Of course no conversions 
-took place in the circumstances. But though there were no 
conversions in Calicut, God deigned to open the door to Christ- 
‘janity elsewhere, through the instrumentality of a Calicut 
man. We shall condense the account, as written in the Archi 

vum Historicum Soc. Jesu (July 1939) by Fr. oo oe 

ner, S.J., Joao da Cruz, God's chosen instrument tO pI opare? 
the Paravars on the rie Coast, was 

Jn 1513, Joao, still A voy fifteen 
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oe a e na SE w 1515 he was raised to ` 
ithe Knighthood with the insignia and privileges of a knight , 
of the Order of Christ. In that very year he came back tg 
‘Calicut. Dismissed from the Zamorin’s court, owing” to his 
conversion to Christianity, he turned to trade, but experienced ə 
reverse upon reverse. The loss of ships at sea indebted him 


to the Royal Factory. As the fortress of Chaliyam was þe- 


sieged, he took boat for Cochin with his wife and éhildren, was 
shipwrecked and just escaped with his life. The Portuguese ` 
functionaries treated him badly and the cofmandant. of Cochin ri 
went so far as to imprison him on account of his debts... Da 
Cruz then escaped inland and came back with a safe conduct 
of the Vedor, Pero Vaz. to Cochin, From there he wrote, to? 
= John IT] (December 1533) and described his sa¢@ plight. j 
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Conversion of the Paravars 117 


At the end of 1535 da Cruz got an answer from Lisbon. 


Portugues@ officials were ordered not to worry him on account 
of his debts for the next two years. _ Apparently leave was 


also given him for the importation of horses, sincë we find 


him on the e way to Cape Č pe Čomorin with a dozen of them. We 


əstill possess the account he wrote (5th December er 1537) of | GL. 


“that journey and of what had happened in the two pe past yeafs. 


$ 
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It is the story of the conversion of the Bharathars. A squabble 
had broken out between the Paravars or Bharathars and 
the Muslims on the Fishery Coast. The Muslims had insulted 
a woman and cut off her husband’s ear-lobe. The Paravars, 
infuriated, rose up against the Mahomedans, who sought 
the*help of the Hindus. In fact, they even obtained a promise 
from the Hindu rulers not to let one Paravan escape alive. 
They -offered five fanams for every head brought to them; and 
it was only when they lowered the price to one fanam {so 


great had been the slaughter) that the Hindus, dissatisfied, 
‘stopped the massacre. It is in those terrible circumstances 
‘that we have to place D’ Cruz’s intervention in favour of, the 
decimated caste. He spoke to them of the might and power 
of the Portuguese, how they had waged successful war against 
the Zamorin of Calicut, and the Muslims, his Allies, how easy 


it was for the Paravars to get Portuguese help, provided only 


they would follow the Portuguese law. Thus, coming under 


the protection of the Portuguese, they could peacefully carry 


on pearl fishing, and they would probably be freed from the 
‘tribute they were paying to the Nayackers of Madura. 
N 


"> Thus fifteen pattankattis were sent to Cochin to receive 


i baptism, However, the Portuguese Captain, Pero Vaz de 





Amaral -(in charge since 1532), to make sure that the whole - 
» caste was ready to join the Faith, made 70 more of their’ pro- 


minent people come to Cochin to endorse the decision. 


In tke meanwhile, the Moslems getting wind of the nego- | 


tiations and rearing tltat their prey and the pearl fishing would 


° escape them, diswatched two envoys to Cochin in order to 
| bribe Pero, de Vaz wot to allow the baptism of the Paravai 
But in vain. -> “Heaps of gold”, answered me Captain, “would 
never make him, desist from his purpose.” He then. jad 85 g 
Paravars baptised k : | 
gy ust a the time in Cochin (probably December 1535) and he, 








daby the Vicar-Gerferal, Migue? ` Vaz, who was 
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118 The Jesuits in Malabar 


_ put at their disposal a fleet which, with the Vicar of Cochin 
* | and four Priests along with the neophytes, sailed tothe rescue. | 

Within a short time the Moslems had got the deserved punish- J 
ment and the Bharathars were once more put in possession 

| of their pearl-fishing rights. About 20,000 of them in 30 places, 

| were baptised. The mèn were baptised in camp, probably in» 

| March and April 1536, the women and children and old people 
in their homes (May to October) and the people of Tuticorin, 
Vaippar and Vembar later on. “And that is how”, concludes ~ 
Teixeira, “Our Lord saved so many souls by means of one | 

77 3| torn ear- -lobe.”” : Fee 


$ TK. 3, 


What were the results of this conversion? We may 
notice two important ones: first, the breaking up of the Moslem 
power on the Fishery Coast; secondly, the advent of, the 

- Jesuit Missionaries to India. 

(a) The breaking up of the Mahomedan Power on the 
Fishery Coast.—The Mahomedans made a last desperat 
attempt to restore their influence on the southern coast and » 
get back th the pearl trade. To a achieve this they had to ) take 
possession on of Ceylon, where Mayadunne called them to the 
rescue against Portugal and Kotte. The whole monsoon was “RS, 
passed in equipping ships for the*fray. At the 2 end of 1537 : 
three chief Captains of the Zamorin; Pate Marakkar, ( -Cunhale r 
Marakkar and Ali rahim Marakkar sailed-with fifty- jarge, 
heavily equ lipped. -wat-proas and- 2,000 crew,;~one thousand of 
o oe Arquebusiers, to the ie a oer _ they raided, a 









SEQUEL TO THE CONVERSION n 









Ter 
S rey entrenched go Sapiaring 6 a TE a t Vedal he- 
- tween Killakkarai and. the. pagoda of Rameswaram,» near the- 
narrowest ‘pass of the. Pamban Straits, drew their ships ashore | i 
and prepared to sail for Ceylon. By levying troops among ° 
Moslems and Hindus, Pate Marakkar ihereased. the strength 
of his army to 7.000. men and boasted he would carry, war 
into Ceylon till the Rumes (Turks) would come to Diu, 
whither’ they had been called at a great price by Sultan Bahaa 
j dur: Then all the Moslems of India would combine, ad i the 
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‘Turkish fleet and with that of the King of Cambay. With 
the help of other Indian rulers, they would take all the strong 
places of the infidels (Portuguese), and the Great Turk would 
conquer India and kill the Portuguese. This time, so con- 


Sugoi Pate Marakkar, the revenues of the pearl-fishery, due 


“in March, would not escape him. 

Martin Alphonso de Souza was ‘patrolling the Malabar 
„ Coast, when he heard that Pate Marakkar had eluded him 
” and had reached the Fishery Coast. Grimly he sailed south- 
wards. His first attempt to get at the enemy failed, þad 


weather preventing his heavy sading ships to get northwards a sy 


on the east of Cape Comorin. With great difficulty he reached 
Manapad by means of rowing boats and there he promised 
to the envoys of the Great King and of his Heir apparent that 


he would again allow them the horse trade if in future they 


would pay, and they would not molest the Christians. But 


he had to return to Cochin to equip himself better for the ° 


fight. 
The Moslems attributed his departure to faint- -heartedness 
and “believed themselves _ _quite safe. But on the 28th 





towing | boats _ (with the, crew an _and the- lawe 
men) , made for for’ 'Vedalai. alai. On the way he Sa: S 











of the Pate Marakkar people who had been ae pearls and . 
“he delivered them over to the vengeance ofthe : ants 






efore daybreak, on the 30th, te Aaka the 





‘Moslems from the sea, and while these were hurrying on board 
stheir ships and the fight was raging on the shore, he landed 
with Nis main force east of Vedalai and fell on the flank of 


the Moslems. A terrible fight took place with var rin; 
5 sides. Most of the Portuguese were 
wounded, when one of their Malabar Captains got a splendid 









o {idea; Ae’ set the Mahomedan boats, which were still on the 
fo each, an fire, so as to make flight impossible. On seeing their 
|}ships burning, the Moslems lost every hope of escape and 
}ran landwards in “wild panic. At 10 am. the battle was 
decided. 800 dead Mosle ns covered the battlefield and the. 





Souza, at the head emt 300 soldiers on (22 
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“Tok The RESEAE The tha + a delivered Teria and gave 
‘back k the captured ships to o their owners. As retaliation ‘Tor 
all they had suffered, they once more burnt down Kayalpatnam, 
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which ich the e Mahomedans had just built up. 


of Vedalai i was extolled ir in the whole of India ” 
The } harathars were triumphant, the Sing- 
Toi Kotte hailed De Souza as saviour; thé 
| Mic ishan alicut and in- ‘South 1 Ind was 
N broken. Of the - thee chiefs who took < fight, Ali Tbrahim.sue-. 








eo 7 lost t all his treasure, cere “escaped to. Coll There 
NA “Miguel Ferreira took up their pursuit it and left their protector, 

f Mayadunne, no respite till he had their heads. The Zamorin 
was. henceforth: a broken man. At the end of 1539, he”sued ' 
SEDL) for-peace and this was granted to him. However, before son- 
= -firmation from Portugal reached Calicut, he had died, and 

bs peace was definitely concluded only on the 8rd of April 1540, 
| *" “with his successor. 
Five Areas after the victory gf Vec of yedalai, Onal letter- dated- 





eer Ge once ena to o drive 1 he ane, gue wP Navatë. ) 
comes back - on n that great. event.. WHS _mentions the interest 
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taken TE P maa Martin Alphonso de Souza i in the: Tate. (OEE. the > new. 
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ie had saved—from Moslem- 
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'Coast, had induced him to take Xavier and his companions 
o 


Fi 


along with him as he sailed back to India in 1541. 
= This came about in the following way. » In. December» 
) 1536 Frei Lourenso de Goes, O.F.M., had sent the>first news 
| of, the conversion of the Bharathars to King John, III in’ 
a letter about the Thomas Christians. ” This letter Vee ches i 
(Q 191) Lisbon in the autumn of 1537. The following Decem- 
+ ber the King sent his ambassador, Dom ‘Pedro ‘Mascarenhas, 
to. Rome pna told him to inform the Pope, that, àccording to 


the latest news Pings 9 by his Indian fleet, e tha ea 
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|) coming ovgr to the Christian Faith. Master Jerome Osorius, 
a fellew-student of Xavier, hastened to inform their former 
Principal, Dr. Diogo de Gouvea, President of Saint Barbara's 
College in Paris, of that happy event. In his turn, Diogo de 
| Gouvea wrote (Q 268) in February 1538 to King John, and 
urged him to get Ignatius and his companions for the woọrk 
of the evangelisation of India. He could not think of better 
, missionaries, i 
“For God’s sake, may Y.H. write at once to your envoy in 


Ignatius had repaired) and. to your envoy in Rome, to get into 
touch with them.” There is no need to repeat here the well- 
| known story of the foundation of the Society; how Ignatius 
and his companions had taken their first vows in Paris in 
| the year 1535; how they had placed themselv&s at the dis- 
posal of the Pope for any work he might entrust to them; 


zeal and science. No wonder that “Gouvea could think oi no 
better missionaries’ 

He wrote vee to the first companion of St. Ignatius, 
#r. Peter Faber, whose Principal he had been when Faber was 
teldvine in the college of Santa Barbara, in Paris. 

His appeal was not in vain., In the name of his com- 


stood at the disposal of the Pope. If he sent them to. India, 
[they would willingly go (Q 341). Gouvea at once communi- 
cated this answer to King John III who put the matter in the 


Addressed himself to Ignatius and the Pope. On the 10th of 
a “March 1540 he’ cou3d report to the King that two missionaries 


arrived? in Lisbon with Xavier, et left Portuga the following 
year in order to start the Jesuit missions in Asia. 

It is not our purpose to describe fully St. Francis Xavier’s 
F marvellous work, nor the work of his followers among the 
Paravars or Bharathars. Biter could not forbear to repro- 
Jute here the. ačcount of the work, done by a,layman in ex- 
tending the Kingdom of God. His motives were not the 
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Yenice (where Simon Rodriguez and six other companions of- 


how Europe was already beginning to admire their piety, 


panions, Faber wrote back to his former Principal that they 3 
“hands of his ambassador in Rome, enclosing therewith a copy 


of Faber’s answer (Q 396). .We know how Mascarenhas, 


had been granted to him (Q 407-87). _ Already in June he . 


purést; hòr were the Bharathars brought to Christ only by> 
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_| differ greatly from that. 
| had given him four Papal Briefs. 
}and 2nd August 1540) he was made Apostolic Nuncio, and 


°| propagate the faith in the East. 
|to David, Emperor of Ethiopia, the last (4th October) to all 


' to. be there. 


A, 
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their appreciation of the beauties of the Gospel.; No mass 
conversion has ever taken place for these motives. Yet the 
Paravars in time came. to be amongst the finest Christians in 
he East. And the work done among them by the Fathers of 






‘the Malabar Province forms one of the brightest pages in the 


History of the Society in India. 


4. ST. FRANCIS XAVIER IN INDIA 


iS 


1541, on Affonso Martin de Souza’s Admiral ship Santiago. 


<| We have read the descriptién of the voyage to India left to 


us by Fr. Thomas Stephens, s.sJ. Xaviers voyage did not 


In the first two (27th July 


was given the amplest faculties to enable him to maintaim and 
The third Brief was addressed 


the ‘Princes of Africa and India. 
Aavier reached Goa in May 1542, and the first thing he 
did was to place himself entirely in the hands of Bishop 
Albuquerque, promising him that he would not make more 
‘use of his authority as Nuncio, than would be agreeable to. 
the Bishop. : 
We shall not describe here the manner of his life in Goa; 


his work among the Portuguese, in the hospitals, in the prisons» 


All these things are well known to our readers. 


In the previous paragraph we have spoken of the conver~ 
-| sion of the Paravars. 
|\for, the Priests who went from Cochin to the Fishery Coast, 
baptized some 20,000 Paravars, without instrticting them in” | 
. {the commandments of God, without teaching them ‘the myste- 


But it can scarcely be called conversion, 


ries of our Faith. The Paravars became Christians by) name, 
but continued to live as Pagans: 


When Xavier was working in Goa, Miguel Vaz Aappened 
He saw the zeal,®humility and heroic ° sélf- 
iueteton of the Salnt. and he thought that here wk “the ae 


Before he left Lisbon, King John III © 


4. 
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St. Francis Xavier sailed from Portugal in the spring of » . 


and the Priests, diseouragéd |» 
| by the immensity of their task, eneryated by the trying - 
climate, and half-starved by the dearth of provisions, eat the » 
Fishery Coast and returned. to Cochin. , 


A 


Conversion of the Paravars 123 
to carry og the work hardly begun among the Paravars. So 
he invited him to go to the Fishery Coast. 


} The great missionary, accompanied by three Indian Cle- 
‘rics and the Novice Francis Mansilhas, who, together with 









the Fishery Coast in October 1542. — +> 5 
Helped by some Eurasians, he managed to translate into 
° Tamil the common prayers, the Commandments of God, “the 
- formula of General Confession and a brief summary of Christ- 

: ian Doctrine. ' 
* From a Memoir’ written by Fr. Valignani, the famous 
visitor and organiser of the Jesuit Missions oe ae 
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$ ' returned to the ee Coast with four Priests shea SER 
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\eFr. Paul da Camerino, had come to India with Xavier, reached ‘ 
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P Xavier came to the rescue, exhorting the ‘Northern Para- 
vars to come and help their brethren. He himself, at the 
head of twenty boats, which the charity of the Portuguese. 
had loaded with provisions, brought comfort to the distressed. 
Meanwhile, the Vadughers attempted to enter Travancore 
through the Aramboli pass. N 

According to Mansilhas, the Saint miraculously stopped 
the army. But, since Valignani is silent about this great» 
event, we shall not lay stress on it. The fact is that, through A 
Xavier’s endeavours, peace was concluded between the belli- | 
gerents (October 1554). : 

The Fishery Coast was restored to Madura, and the Ghauts: 
formed the new frontier between Travancore and the Pandian 
Kingdom. It was then that the Rajah of Travancore, grateful 
to Xavier for the work he had done in averting an invasion, a 
invited him to his Capital. 

x 
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0. THE WorK or St. FRANCIS XAVIER IN TRAVANCORE 

Here we shall follow Valignani’s sober narrative. 

He Says: “After the Saint had employed his second year 
on the Fishery Coast, he passed to the other, called the 
Travancore Coast, that extends from Cape Comorin to Quilon 
For, though in the inland between those two coasts there is 
a large population of infidels, yet the Santo Padre tried first. 
to convert the people of the coast; and this he did for three 
reasons. 

“First, the country in the interior is all dominated by the il 
Brahmins, asset of people who hold strongly to their law as, | 
they find it to be the foundation of their superiority and power 








and the source of their revenues. secondly, the Sainz under- 
stood well that the minds of those fishermen qf the coast areo > 
so rude and so blunt that reasons can never effect as mugh | 

among them as fear. Thirdly, he wished to avail himself- L 
of the assistance that was offered hiw by the’ presence Of is | 
numerous Portuguese vessels plying in those seas for trade: ni a ap 
In fact, their owners were’ very greacly, interested in the | Oy, ae 
fishermen of the coasts becoming Christians sinee, otherwise, oO 


those mariners could cause them no end of trouble. Now 
these fishermer’, called Mucéas—Mucuvers—-were much more? | 
uncouth and ill-disciplined than the. Paravars. Xavier, -théere4 2 
fore, after having obtained the consent of, the Captain Hy 
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Quilon, topk with him some interpreters, tried to make those 
fishermen understand that by becoming Christians they would 
be benefited both in regard to the salvation of their souls and 


their temporal concerns. For, if they were on good terms. 


with the Portuguese, they would be protected by them at sea 
and thus enjoy a security both for their fishing and thgir 


transport trade. And he proposed them the example of the 


» Paravars. On his side, the Captain of Quilon, to induce them 


p es follow the Saint’s advice and to inspire them with a salu- 


tary fear for having insulted the Portuguese, had tried to give 


them an idea of the effects of his wrath, if once excited. At 


last, through the promise made to them and the threats in 


regard to their fishing, Xavier succeeded (compelle intrare ~ 


ad nuptias) in determining a great number of them to accept. 
baptism. 


*<“Then, as though Xavier feared lest their good dispositions: 


should vanish, he proceeded to baptise them all at once with- 


out any preliminary instruction. He went from village to 


village proceeding in the order in which the demands were 
made or as required by local conditions. On coming to a 
willage he began by assembling the men, young and old, sepa- 
Patchy. As soon as they were gathered, the Saint chose some 
prominent position from which he, could command their atten- 


tion. Then beginning by a triple sign of the Cross, he bade 
the assembly make an act of faith in the mystery of the 
®Blessed Trinity. After this, he himself recited the principal 
“prayers, the audience repeating after him. On fhis followed 
3 the explanatory instruction of the Apostles’ Creed and the 
Commapdments, according to the translation made on the, 
„Fishery Coast. This instruction over, the Saint asked the 

“audience if they believed, and for this purpose he repeated 

_ once more*the Creed, article by article, each one of the audi- - 


ence ahswerjng afte, the recital of each article, “I believe”. 


Tiastly, when all this was over, he baptised them, and to each 
' one of the baptised,» he handed over his Christian name in 
writing. After the’ men were done with, came the turn of the 


women. When all the village hati been thus baptised, the 
Saint presided over the destruction of the idals and pagodas. 


And hhe adds: ‘It is for mé an indescribable joy to see those 
idols “falling to pieces under the blows of those very people: 
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who worshipped them before’. This was the revyard of a 
hard worked day. To continue the work thus ,begun, even 
during his absence, he left in every Christian village a copy 
of the prayers; and arranged that every day the people should 
assemble at an appointed time, morning and evening, to repeat 
ang learn them. Xavier visited in this manner ten or eleven 
central villages starting from Perunmanel and going up to- 
wards Quilon. Thus in a month, as the Saint writes to 
St. Ignatius, he baptised over ten thousand persons. The last 
village he visited was Brinjam from which he went to confer 
with the Captain of Quilon ‘with a view to obtaining frem 
him that he should help the missionaries in charge of those 
new Christians by keeping them in check so far as lay in his 
power. For, as those among them who traded by sea could 
p not do so profitably without a licence granted by the Captain, 
TRN it was agreed that such a grant should be conditioned in 

= very case by the producing of a certificate of good conduct 

. delivered by the missionary.” 


e — 


6. THE MARTYRS OF MANAR a 


Fi The fame of Francis Xavier spread far and wide. Some 
fishermen, living at Patim in Manar, heard of aen liberätion. 
of the Paravars from the exactions of the Muslims ` they too 
desired Portuguese protection. They heard also of “the Great 
Father’, who did so much for the poor, and who was held 
in such esteem by the Rajah of Travancore. They thought? 
that if they appealed to him, he would move Portugal intrei a 
favour. 

So they sent him a deputation, asking him to comé wae 
baptise them. But he would not abandon Travancore and the 
Mucuvers just then, so he sent them one of the “priests, whom 

-he had brought to the Fishery Coast. God blessed the priest’s 
efforts, and soon a great multitude of people was baptided. 

The Ruler of Jaffna, fearing lest the Portuguese should |. 
come to the island under the pretext o* protecting the new 
converts, sent his zoldiers to compel the new Christians to re- 
turn to paganism; should they refuse, they were ' to be 


slaughtered. ) we i ; epee 
Seven hundred of them, or according to a more moderate) 
estimate, four hundred, were killed. _ SN ee 
J J 
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Xavier was shocked at the news, and though rejoicing at. 
the marvellous fortitude of the Neophytes, thought that the 
might of Portugal should avenge them. He called Mansilhas. 
to continue his own work among the Mucuvers, and he left 
Travancore to go and interview the Viceroy. 
) Meanwhile, the first son of the Rajah of Jaffna, moved by 
the example of the Martyrs, and instructed by a Portuguese 
merchant, embraced the faith. Though the matter was kept 
secret, somehow it reached the ears of the tyrant, who, en- 
raged at the constancy of his own son, had him removed to. 
| the jungle and killed. . But his own sister, who was probably 
a hidden Christian, begged of the Portuguese, who had in- 
structed the Prince,-to instruct her own two boys, nay, to take 
them to Goa, where they would be more secure. 


All this added new fire to Xavier’s burning zeal and he 


pleated with the Viceroy, not only to avenge the Martyrs, 


but also to help in the conversion of Ceylon. At first, the ` 


Viceroy seemed inclined to accede to Xavier’s desires, but 
then he changed his mind. 


Xavier, seeing that for the present nothing would be 
done, returned to Cochin. It was during this voyage that he 


passed through the Calicut Mission. 


It is not probable that he ever visited South Kanara. We 
do not know whether he was in Calicut, but we are sure that 


he visited Cannanore in 1544 or 1545 and Chale (near Calicut) 
in 1549. -On board the ship he found himself together with 
e-man of rank, whose wicked life was so notorious as to be 
a scandal even to the heathens. Francis, whose manner of 
conversati on was most engaging, made himself his friend, and 


little by little led him on to talk about religion. But it was | 


all of.no avail® for, being exhorted to confess, the man broke 


out into o&ths and blasphemies, swearing no one would ever | 


~ induce -him to it. So matters went on till the ship put in 
att Cannanore. The two friends landed and walked together 
to a palm grove on, the shore. Then Francis, baring his 
shoulders, ‘began tv scourge himself with the discipline, until 
the blood | came. The man was token aback, and the faith, 
which was- not quile e dead in him, blazed up, suddenly. He 
understood in a flas that tais was for him, as Christ’s suffer- 


ings ħa been for him. He was overwhelmed with, sorrow 


ae. 
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and shame, he tried to stop the saint; he threw himself at 
«his feet, he confessed, and rose another man. The tradition 

+ of the scourging is still vivid among the people of Cannanore. 
A Chapel had been built in the Camp Bazaar in honour of 
ot. Francis: but it was razed to the ground to make way for i 
the railway. 

_No sooner did Xavier return to Cochin than he started 
on, à pilgrimage to the tomb of St. Thomas, at Mylapore, to. 
pray and fast there, in order to ascertain God’s will 48 to » 
an impulse, which he had félt for a long time to leave India | 
to go and work in the Moluccas. He stayed in Mylapore © 
four months, which he passed in solitude and prayer. Finally, 
he was convinced that God's will was that he should go to 
the Moluccas, and determined to start immediately, even, as 
he wrote, if he had to sail on a moorish boat. e 


À 


7. THE MISSIONARIES’ A.B.C. 


Thdugh the work which Xavier had done on the Fishery 
Coast and in Travancore was enormous, ‘still more—infinitely 
more—remained to be done. As helpers he had only a few 
secular Priests, and still fewer members of the Society. Ho 
started, therefore, to write to St. Ignatius in Rome ard to 
Fr. Simon Rodriguez in Lisbon, urging them to send workers 
- to the Lord’s vineyard. How he would have desired to write 

to the students at the various. Universities of Europe, explain- 
ing to them the extreme need the poor Indians were in of) 
Knowing the true Religion, of being instructed in the Invcte A 
ries of God, of having God’s commandments explained to’ 
them! And what were they doing in Paris. at | Padva, in 
Bologna? Wasting their time in vain disquisitions; studying, 
not with the desire of serving God, but merely of securing a 
fat living, a ecanonry, a mitre. i i 
The impassioned appeals did not remain unheard. >A few ; 3 2 
men came irom Europe to India, to share Xavier's labours. 
Some -emained in Goa, some in Cochin, others on the Fishery 
Coast. j om 
{|| > Among these, were Fr. Antonio Criminali, who * was 
| appointed superjor of the Mission on the Fishery, Coast ( 1548) 
||| and Fr. En. Enriquez, who was to’devote’ his time to acquire eS, 
“a thorough knowledge of Tamil. | ed | 
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At the beginning of 1548, Xavier returned to Cochin from 
tne Moluceas, and soon left ag a for the Fishery Coast. The 





few missionaries working there were overjoyed to have their 


Great leader in their midst. — 
He gathered them all at Manapad, and ordered them to 


fest there a little from their continuous labours. It was 


during his short stay at Manapad that Xavier gave to the 
missionaries his famous instructions. 

We shall summarize them here. 

The first care of the missionaries should be to give Bap- 
{ism to little children. This should not be committed to others, 
but should be done personally by the missionary. Do not 
wait to be called; but you yourselves go from place to place 
asking if there are children to be baptized, lest they should 
die without Baptism. 

‘Next, teach Christian Doctrine to the children. Since 
you cannot be everywhere, see to it. that Catechists are well 
‘rained and perform faithfully their duty. When you visit a 
village, examine the children one by one. _ 

| Every sunday gather the grown-ups into the church— 
especially the pantagatins, or leaders—teach them the prayers; 
¢ndeazvour to Atupare the vices and abuses rampant among 
them. bs 
= When you reach a place, find out the ponme who bear 
hatred. Do your best to reconcile them. 
i: When Fr. Francis Coelho will have finished the transla- 
an of the Catechism in Malabar, read it to the, men every 
Sunday. and to the women every Saturday. 

Oe the alms offered to the Church keep ROGUE for your- 
selves. Give all to the poor. 
Try to get information about the sick, visit them. If their 
re/ations neglect to call you, refuse Christian burial to the 
“dead. 

> When you visit the sick, say the CREED, and ask them 
article by article, whether they believe. Afterwards suy the 
CONFITEOR and the’ other prayers. At the end read the 
Gospel over them. Conduct burials, in the following manner: 
| Let the “ross gv Ryst. Then you follow with the children, 
singing the Catechism. When yov. reach the dead man’s 


` house, 'Tecite an anthem; and another when you leave. Do not 
E 
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| omit to make a short exMortation on the certainty of death, 
and on the importance of living a good Christian life, 

Exhort both men and women to take their children to the 
Church when they are sick, so that the Gospel may be read 
over them. 

Endeavour to put down quarrels and litigation. What you 
cannot do, let it be done on Sundays by the Pantagatins. Yet 
be careful not to leave spiritual works for temporal business. 
Big quarrels should be referred to the Portuguese Captain. 

Endeavour to make yourselves loved. Seek to obtains 
more by love than by fear. | 

Do not punish any one before first asking Fr. Criminali. r 
Peoplé who worship idols should be expelled from the villages ( 
Be kind to the children, if they deserve punishment, easily 
forgive them. 3 

"Do not speak ill of Indian Christians in the presence of 
Portuguese. Defend them. Speak up for them. It is but a 


i 


short time that" they have embraced Christianity, and it is l 
to be wondered that they are not worse. P 
Help the Malabar Priests in spiritual things. See that ~” | 

they confess and say Mass. Do not write evil of them. Be $ | 


friendly with the Portuguese Captains, and with the Porru-? 
guese. Do not speak of temporal things. Speak to them of 
death, judgment, God’s punishments. Write often to the 
Fathers in Goa, and write to the Bishop with great reverence, 


for he is the ecclesiastical superior in these parts. - > . 
Even if the King asks you to go to some other country... | 
do not go without Fr. Criminali’s permission. Whenever you, ` | 
go, make yourselves loved, for thus you will be able to dò / 
much for the good of souls. = | 
May the Lord grant it to you, and be,always with you. ® | ; 
; ) Amen. ) 
8. THE SEMINARY OF SANTA FE 3 SR ; a Í E 
Now we shall pass on to another important eek of the’ © 
society in Goa, which was started as follows: — 
The little success the ¿Portuguese had in ectiverting the j 


Hindus, moved Diego Borba, Miguel Vaz ənd others to decide 
Dns 

upon a work which, later on, would grow! Ito magnificent, pro~ i 

POTON and would give a mighty impulse to the evangeliz sation, 
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of* India. ) The work was the SEMINARY OF SANTA FE, which 
gradually developed into the COLLEGE OF ST. PAUL. The 
idea at first was only to establish a Confraternity of men 
of good conduct and zeal, who would work to put down 
, idolatry and establish religion. The Bishop Don Joao de 
Albuquerque favoured the plan. The statutes were carefully 
prepared, and on Easter Sunday, the, 24th of April, were 
, published from the Pulpit of NossasSenhora de, Luz, before 
» œ all the Goan Nobility. Alinsbaperen gathered ain the 
. Neophites, and the Altar of the Conversion of St. Paul in the 
same Church was granted to the new Confraternity. Its 
members, seeing the great scarcity of Priests decided to open 
a kind of Seminary where boys and young men from kinara. 
the Deccan, Malabar, Ceylon, Bengal, Malay, China and 
Abyssinia should be instructed in the truths of our Holy 
Religion and eventually become Priests or at least Catechists . 
and Interpreters. The Governor, Stephen Gama, gave money 





+ 


» yeh lands which had formerly belonged to the temples. 

Diego Borba, having come to know Francis Xavier, and 
` Haying heard of the newly established Company of Jesus, 
, wrote to Simon Rodriguez in Portugal, asking him to send 

some Fathers to undertake the work of the education of the 
» young converts at Santa Fe. Meanwhile, Paolo da Camerino 
-—who had been detained in Mozambique—reached Goa, and, 
‘instead of following Xavier to the Fishery Coast, remained in 
» the -uew Seminary. P 

i ; » ot. Francis Xavier in a letter to St. Ignatius, written from 
> = Goa, October 18, 1543, speaks of it in the following terms:— . 
V, -> “Some persons out here, guided, it is clear, by the inspiration 
| of, God, have lately founded a College at Goa, and no work. 
i „could be named of which there was greater need in these parts. 
| e: Tt. increases daily, and we have great cause for giving thanks 
F sh re to Ged for the establishment of such a house for the instruction, 
| I trust, of many converts and the conversion of many infidels. 
Phe building» of the College is in the hands of men of great 
virtue and. high position. The Governor (Don Martin Alfonso 
de Souza) himself» f\vours 4 the buSimess greatly’and is so con- 
vinced. thet the design is ne which tends to the advancement 
of the Christian religion, that it is chiefly with his funds and ` 

N : ` \ 








to the new Institution. King John III endowed it with the .. 
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by means of him that the buildings destined for tre purpose 
seem likely to be enlarged and finished in a short space of time. 
The Church, which is close to the College, is of a very hand- 
some design. The foundations were laid a long time ago, 
now the walls are finished, and they are putting on the roof. e 
It‘ will be consecrated next summer. If you want to know 
its size, it is twice as large as the Church of the Sorbonne 
in Paris. The income allotted to the College is large enough e 
to support easily a hundred students, and people think witl be ° 
further increased continually. Indeed we hope with God’s 
help, that in a few years many will go forth from this place 
who will do good service to religion in these countries, anc 
| extend far and wide the boundaries of Holy Church.” 
‘ In 1548 Borba’ died, and Cosimo Annes—one of the 
a founders—insisted that the Seminary should come under the 
| . full government of the Jesuits. John III agreed to that, and 
became the generous Patron of the College. Meanwhile ten 
< "=i NOTE Fathers arrived from Europe. Among them was Anthony 
Gomez. He was learned in Philosophy and Canon Law, a goed 
preacher: very zealous for the salvation of souls. But he 
was very hard-headed, and harsh, and as Bartoli puts it: ‘with 
more fervour in his heart than judgment in his head”. ~* 
Simon Rodriguez, the Provincial of Portugal, had sent 
this man to India as Rector of the new College of Goa. Xavier 
acquiesced, and the Rector started immediately on the danger- 
ous path of reforms. The Fathers, though good and fervent; 
must becomt new men. The College must be a new Compra.” 
Every day new regulations, new changes, new things. i f 
° Xavier, who had not yet left for Japan, on being infdrmed 
_ of all this, changed the Rector and ordered Gomez to leave Goa, 
for Ormuz. He made Paolo da Camerino * his Vicar over the 
rest of the Jesuits in India, till he should return from Japan. = 
But Gomez succeeded in enlisting the good off&ces ‘of ahigh ° * * a 
Government Official in his favour, and remained in Goa: in e“ j 
fact, no sooner Xavier left India, than Gomez usurped Came- 
rino’s authority. i i : ; 
In the Seminary his exaggerated fenivitieallty ‘created 










much discontent among tke‘ pupils. He | drove: them on full 
speed, and the slackers he punished. Many ran away; ‘others 
. Ke expelled. In their stead he a 27 Portuguese. “But 
g i i t 
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the Bishgp of Goa, who saw the Seminary changed into a kind 
of noviciate, was much displeased. Yet he could do nothing, 
for Gomez had the ear of the new Governor George Cabral, 


. bound to come to a head. But before we speak of this, we 
shall turn our eyes to Tanur, where the Rajah showed a gfeat 
desire to embrace Christianity, and where Gomez worked heart 


$ ¿© and sgul to induce him to enter the foid. 
E s a 


a 9. THE RAJAH OF TANUR (2) 





-manar is now a fishing village a few miles from Calicut. 
$ Ine the sixteenth century it was more important. It had its 
O own Rajah, who belonged to the house of Puttiangadi, and 
was known to Malayalees as Vettat Rajah. 


From his youth he had þeen favourably inclined towards 





Commander of Challe, and willingly heard Fr. ‘Vincent De 


true Religion. Little by little faith seemed to take root in his 
heart and in December 1545 he thus wrote to the Governor of 
‘Goa, Juan De Castro. 

“Tt ig many days that I wish to become a Christian. I 
have deferred Baptism till now that it may take place during 
your term of office. And in order that you should give credit 
to me I have called Antonio Corelho Sousa, Captain of Challe, 

€in order that I may send him to you. 
==—.— P have given a long account of my determipstion, and he 
“goes to speak with you and ask of you to bring the Bishop 


< + gffair fay be speedily done. Bring with you as many people 
6 as you can; all tkis, a fact, is of great moment for the King 
OE Portugal and me.’ 


; Done at, Ponor, pe Dec. 1545. (Signdture and Seal).. 
The answer of the Viceroy was prompt but vague. Hence 
the King of Panu” i\vrote again:—-« ‘ 


8 cise “The t Captain of Challe has given me here your letter. 
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and, with his support could do anything he liked. Things were- 


the Portuguese. He made friends with Luis ee tUpD the. 


Lagos and the Vicar Suarez, who often spoke to him about the -- 


here. L beg of you not to hesitate or delay, for such things .« | 
_ have to be dealt with with great diligence. Antonio Corelho 
will inform you mére at length of all that has been treated by, 
me and him together. Believe all he will tell you, that the 


A 


I dc it read to.me. I knew what it contained and Iwas“ V 











accomplished within a short time. I shall therefore wait for 


. coming, and he suspects the cause to be some secret letter of 
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greatly pleased, for I know they are words of a pagson who 
will not fail to keep them, nay who will do even more than 
he promised. As to me, I have written to you how for a long 
time I have the will to belong to your law. I have not done 

it so far, because my brother, the King of this country, is still ə 
livfhe. I thought of doing it after his death and the death of 
my mother. Meanwhile, on the occasion of your arrival from 
Portugal, and considering the knowledge I have of you,.I feel eè 
my desire increase so much, that I cannot defer any lonewer. ° ® 
I beg of you not to delay, but to come as soon as possible” 
as the Captain of Challe wrote to you on my behalf: the morfe 
so as my brothers, the proper heirs to the Kingdom, are of the 
same will as myself, and the majority of the people will 
choose what I choose. Yet, since this is a thing that has to 
be .done spontaneously, perhaps the people will not do it 





‘immediately, like myself, but for that, they will not cease 


to be faithful to my service. Such great things cannot be 


© 
you at Tanur, to talk with you, and to do what I am writing . 
about.” 
Done at Poylecheyfe, 29th Dec. 1545. ER | 
(Signature and Seal). 8 t 


Since the Viceroy could not himself go to Tanur, he 
wrote that he would send Don Diego de Borba, a prudent 
and experienced Priest. ° 

In Febra@gry 1546 Diego Borba wrote to Juan De cnote 
“The King of Tanur is dissatisfied that Your Lordship is noj- 


mines He asks to be made a Christian together with his 
brothers and ten or twelve members of his family, but secretly, 
and without changing, for the moment, anything in his cus- p 
toms and idolatries, saying that he, by tlis dissimulatich, will - 
keep his Kingdom, and little by little will cpnvert it,’that he 
will favour us in every way to work for this object. He allows 
a „Church to be Built at Tanur, where there is,a Christian 
very rich’ and ready to std#nd the expenses through, dévétion. 

The King, on His part, will help as far e$ he ean. ‘He adds, 
that as soon as he will sée his way of openly professing our? 
7 religion, he will destroy the idols, and he will give as many 
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external signos of his faith as he has sentiments in his heart. 
All this Will be done soon, if his brother dies. : 

This is what he says, and in these conditions he wishes 

me to make him a Christian. Let Your Lordship see what is 

to be done, for I will do only what I shall be ordered to 

' do by Your Lordship and the Lord Bishop, and the Fatbers 

and Doctors of the Desembargo. To you the decision, to us 

to perform what Your Lordship, the Lord Bishop, the Fathers 


; and Doctors will have decided. 


vs Meanwhile I shall give my opinion: to do such a thing 
in the conditions here detailed, is*to go against all the decisions 
of octors, Theologians and Canonists, and in particular of 
St. Augustin, who does not authorise in any way such dis- 
simulation, st. Paul says: “Corde creditur ad justitiam, ore 
autem confessio fit ad salutem.” 
Subsequent events will show that Diego De Borba was 
perfectly right. 
to the Rajah’s importunities, finally decided to baptise him. 
As a token of friendship towards John, King of Portugal; he 
took the name of John. 
» The Queen also was baptised, and then they were married 
Acco% ‘ding to the rites of the Church. This, however, was kept 
secret; and the Rajah thought he could be a Christian in spirit, 
and practise heathen rites and ceremonies in public; but, 
being uneasy in conscience, he wrote to the Bishop of Goa 
shat he was ready to publish his own conversion, unless it 
> would, seem to him to delay it in order to preparg the Nayars 
‘to ‘embrace Christianity. In the meantime he would arrange 
matters with the neighbouring Rajahs, to avoid complications, 
and, when all was favourable he would show himself 
"a Christian. Meanwhile he was asking for a Religious of the 
Sdéciety to direct him in his perplexities; and as a token of 
. his singerity he would allow the building of a Church in 
, Lanur. 
Fr. Antonio Gomez. the inexperienced, but self-confident 
- Rector of San Pauld, was chosen for this mission, ’and he left 
Goa in- April 1549. The Raja of Tanur seemed to»be very 
fervent, he ee Caney to Hr. Antonio’s instructions: he 
shet ` tears, before thé Cruciix; he doned great perseverance. 


Then Fr, ‘Comae thought of persuading him to go to’ Goa, and | 
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But others differed; and Fr. poarez, yielding | 
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there make a public profession of faith. The Viceroy Cabral 
did not ' relish the idea, but the Bishop of Goa favoured 
Fr. Gomez's plan. His opinion prevailed and the journey was 
fixed for the coming October. The contemporary letters 
which relate the story read like a romance. No sooner was 
the, plan Known to the people of Tanur than they sent a depu- 
tation, headed by a Prince, to dissuade the Rajah from going 
to Goa. Why should he leave his Kingdom? How could he 
trust himself into the hands of foreigners? Would not the 
neighbouring Rajahs attack the Kingdom during his absence? 
Seeing that it availed nòthing, they managed to confine 
the Rajah to his palace, setting a guard to it. But the new 
E- convert, invoking the Name of Jesus, let himself down the 
id f first and second walls by means of his turban, which he had 
| fixed somehow by means of stags’ horns to the wall. But, on 
crossing the third wall, he fell and hurt his head and his foot. 
He attempted to swim out to the ship that was waiting for 
_ him; but nearly drowned himself. 
Finally, he succeeded in reaching the ship. The people, 
having discovered his flight, rushed to the shore, imploring 
| him to stop. He succeeded in quieting them, and dismissec 
| them with gifts. Then he proceeded to Goa, happy to have’ 
| suffered all that for Christ. The Bishop, the Governor, all 
| in fact, received him with great pomp. He received Confirma- 
tion privately. After spending ten days in Goa among the 
most splendid festivals, he returned to Tanur. Before his» 
departure, he had promised that he would declare his. faith- 
openly. But ‘for the moment that was not possible, for then ° 
_he would have played into the hands of his brother, whe was 
eager, to supplant him. 
He left with his old friend, Fr. Vincent, promising that . 
4 he would always be the ally of Portugal, and that *by and by 
his whole Kingdom would embrace Christianity., > e 
But the events belied all these fair beginnings. Returned 
to Tarur, the Rajah lived outwardly asaa Pagan, nor did he 
care for thé conversion of his people. Bàth the Bishop and -> 
the Governor eventually v’sited Tanur, but got nothing from 
John the Convert, except that two Crosses were put wp befere 
his royal residence, and*a proclamation was issued to’ the, 
Pain. either to become Christians, or leave the ‘place: 
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Secretly, pOWwever; they were told to remain as ey were, for 
nobody Would molest them. (3) 

It is strange that of all this adventure there is no trace 
in the correspondence of St. Francis. Did he mistrust the 
Rajah from the beginning? Did he not make much of the 
enthusiasm of Fr. Gomez? On-going to Challe in 1549, he 
ordered Fr. Barzaeus to leave the place. Then he kept quiet. 
There were too many who were deceived by the new convert. 

; et: Francis was not one of them. While Fr. Gomez was in the e 
, bouth, he travelled all over the country, endeavouring to make 
peace between Tanur, Calicut nd Cochin. His efforts were 
practically successful. It was then that he conceived the idea 


of establishing a Jesuit Noviciate at Challe. 4 
19. PLANS FOR A NOVICIATE AT CHALLE, NEAR CALICUT— Ai 
TROUBLES IN COCHIN : 

In fact, Fr. Gaspar Barzaeus was sent there to select the 
place and open the Noviciate. But the Dominicans were al- | F 
ready working in Challe, and, though the civil authorities 4 
favoured the scheme, the Friars were against it. Further, the | 
Christians in Challe were few, round Challe they did not exist. 

So; where could the Novices ne: recruited from? Also, the 

Zamorin being always hostile, Challe, in time of war, would 
be exposed to the horrors of a siege: and surely a besieged : 


fortress was no, place for a Noviciate. Xavier, on visiting 
Challe in 1549, ‘did not approve of Fr. Gomez’s plans, and, 
as we have said, asked Fr. Barzaeus to leave the place. So 
‚the ambitious scheme fell through. When Fr. Gomez passed 
from ,Challe to Cochin, he heard of the determination of the 
town to found a Jesuit College. The Jesuits had already a 
‘School there, 3requented by 150 young Portuguese, who were 
admired by the whole town for their fervour. > 
NEE The: ‘Captain of the town offered to Fr. Gomez a palm 
grove and the Church of the Mother of God. The Father 
accepted, though the Vicar of the Church, and a Sodałity, to 
. which the Church belonged, were strongly opposed. But 
Fr. Gomez fough against them, aad went as far as, to have 
them imprisoned: „The town then turned against him, and 
wrote complaints ‘te? Romevand to “uisbon. Other complaints 
were nade by the Jesuits themselves, who resented the ‘fact 
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that. Gina: had set aside Fr. Paul, and had usurped his autho- 
Tity. Further, he had sown disorder and confusion among the 
Missionaries of the Fishery Coast. 

In the meantime, Xavier returned from his first mission 
to Japan. In Cochin he undid the mischief wrought by 
Gomez, by returning the Church to the Sodality, to which it 
had formerly belonged. He freed from prison the unfortunate 
people whom Gomez had had condemned. He knelt before 
them and humbly asked their pardon, thus regaining for, the 
society the love which it had nearly lost. DEN 

In Goa, Fr. Gomez’s polity, with regard to the Seminary 
of Santa Fe was reversed; and Fr. Gomez was sent back, to 
Europe and eventually expelled from the society. 

We shall not speak here of the second mission of Xavier 
to Japan, of his work there, and of his heroic death on the 
Island of Sancian in December 1552. 3 





11. A GENERAL ESTIMATE OF ST. FRANCIS XAVIER’S MISSION 
=> a T À IN INDIA 


Rather we shall endeavour to give a general estimate of 
Xavier’s Mission in India, and of his marvellous success» 
Panegyrists have spoken of the millions which he convested:” 
Even Bartoli asserts that he could leave Travancore with 
gladness, for there remained no more Pagans to be converted. 
Others, on the contrary, have unduly diminished the number 
of his converts. The Saint himself, writing to Saint Ignatius» 
about his werk among the Mukuvers, seye that in a month - 
he “baptized over ten thousand persons”. Naturally, this was» 
hot done by himself alone, nor was ‘ten thousand’ the monthly 
average. But surely we can say that the total number of 
Baptisms in Travancore was above twelve, tho%sand—the too 

“modest estimate of Fr. Castets. Similarly we beliewe that ore 
thousand Kadeyers is far too low. It is more difficult o esti- `, 
mate the number of Paravars, whom Aavier baptised: for 
numbevs differ with different authors. , | 

Now a Word gbout the organisation of \the Missions. - And 
first abowt the Missionaries. Since all religious instruction 
had to be give in the natipe tongue, ti h first, duty of the 
Missionaries was to learn the verndcular. This seems SO natu-, 

pral to us ås scarcely to deserve mention. But it was Not, SO 
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in Xavier's time. The priests who accompanied the Portu- | | 
guese, lied in Portuguese settlements, worked for the Portu- 
guese, and knew only Portuguese. When they received the 
natives into the Church, they gave them a summary instruc- 
tion through interpreters. The result was that the natives 
> were ill-instructed, could not contess, and lived more like 
pagans than Christians. | 3 


Next, in each Mission the Missionary had to have perma- | 
> nent Catechists, to help him in the work of Evangelisation. 
i While the Missionaries travelled from place to place, the Cate- i 

chists were to remain in each, village, where they had to : 
instruct the children, watch our the conduct of the villagers, | 
gather them every Saturday or sunday into the Church for a 
prayers. Further, they had to keep the Father informed of Ay 
the main happenings; they had to prepare adults for Baptism, , i 
call, the Father to visit those who were dangerously ill, and | ie 
sO on. ) k 

The social customs of the Indians in regard to dress, i 

food, etc., were to be respected. This was against the practice | oe 


prevalent in Goa and within, or near, the Portuguese settle- 
ments. Caste is, no doubt, against the spirit of Christianity, 
ass Slavery was. But just as the ancient Church tolerated 
slavery, so caste.had to be tolerated in India, till the Christian 
, atmosphere would make it impossible for it to continue in its 
rigidity. Xavier’s trusted successor, Fr. Enriquez went so` 
far as to tolerate different places for different castes in the 
7 Church, and even to allow a separate Church to be built for 
| people of low caste. K 
> St. Francis Xavier stamped the Eastern Missions with a 
character that was quite his own, and, which, later on, was» 
faithfully maintained by the Society. Before him some Friars, 
more enthysiastic than practical, had appeared on Indian soil, 
» preaching Ghrist, and cursing the Prophet and the Gods of 
Hind. They gained”for themselves the palm of martyrdom, 
without making” any impression on the heathens, without 
lighting up in Ingia” the torch of faith. It was,Xavier who 
sketched the future organisation of the Missions in the East, 
and opened new Ko His mission was to blaze the trail. w j 
‘That, is “why he cctuld not, sit sti. That is why he had to ee | 
i travel fr om india to M Moluccas, and from the Moluccas to J apan. | 
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Jhe restless spirit which drove the Jesuits to Delhi and 
Agra, to Madura and Chandragiri, which steered them aspira- 
tions towards the conversion—not only of a few coast peoples 
—but of the immense multitudes of the interior, which inspired 
their conception of the “Siege of the Mogor”, was breathed 
into them by Xavier. 

His life was soon burnt out; but he continued to live in 
his followers. 

Standing near his magnificent tomb in the BOM JESUS 
one thinks of the inscription on Trivulzio’s tomb: ? 

NUNQUAM QUJEVIT. QUIESCIT. 


NOTES AND DOCUMENTS 


1 The Narrative of Joao da Cruz:— 

“Gire! in 1535 I received a communication from Your Higriness 
with a letter of respite for two years concerning the payment, of 
the 4,000 Cruzados which I owe to the Royal Treasury. Now to 
earn my livelihood I borrowed a dozen Arab horses in Cochin and 

brought them to Lave Comorin, hoping thus to gain the favour 
of the Great King:* he took them, but has so far not paid for them, 
so that I am poorer than ever. 3 

As I was staying there and awaiting payment, I devised a means 
to render a great service to Your Highness and to ‘recuperate | 
the fortune I spent and lost in»its service. This consisted in per- | 
suading the people of the Fishery Coast to become Christians. 

iaioo I spent much time and the little I I still possessed to induce the 
‘lleading men through presents to embrace Christianity and get 
“their people to do the same. It pleased the Lord to grant me the — 
favour to see, by m my endeavours and the help of Your PaenoetS 5 
| the whole cos begin to join our Faith. | 

After they ‘decided to take the step, I took twenty of the more 
important men at once to Cochin, to Pero Vaz, Vedor of the, fac- 
‘tory, to the Vicar-General and to the Governor. They immediately 







took the necessary dispositions for God’s service and for the - 


P of Your Highness. Then I went pack wi thout dela 
7 accompanied by the Vicar-General and four Clerics and we bap- 
tised on the spot 50,000 souls: men, women, and children. ® Later 
on, countless others followed, so that there are now already 80,003 


Christians. I have been working among them th serve Our Lord | 


and Your Highness but I have been put to great expenses, the 
money for which I Rad to borrow, in the hope that Your Highness 
would requite me as I deserve for all I haye done. I entreat © 
Your Highness nct to forget me and to granting one favour: the 
3 Tere ie D | ans J 
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lease of pearl-fishing for four or five years. With this money 
(which, in, any case, is lost for Your Highness, the officials keep- 
ing, it for themselves) I shall try to make more people join 
Christianity as I hope they will, and bring their number to about 
200,000. 

May Your Highness remember that the Zamorin robbed me 
> Of 35,000 pardos because I had become a Christian and he would 
have deprived me of wife and children, as.well as much value ‘ble 
property, if I had not taken refuge in the (Portuguese) fort of 

Calicut, and this, because I had acted in the interests of God and 
~~ Of Your Highness 
i Therefore I entreat Your Highness for God’s sake and in 

remembrance of Your Fighness’s Father of happy memory and of 

the services I have been rendering to God and to Your Highness, 
to _pardon my debt of 4,000 cruzados, as I am so poor and have 
no means to pay Your Highness who will do me thus a great 
favour and charity. 

Qn the way back from Cape Comorin to this place (Cochin) 

(it was in September or October 1537) I passed through the King- 





dom of Travancore to have an interview with the Maharaja. | 


| According to the custom for such visits, I offered him presents 
3 | and showed how advantageous it would be for the salvation of 


their souls to become Christians, himself and all the rulers of the 


A, land. Besides, this would pramote peace and friendship with 
Your Highness and would induce the Portuguese Governor once 
, ie more to allow him the horse trade in Travancore, which had been 
$ forkidden him, although he was in great need of horses, owing 
to the Great King’s wars with his neighbours. Through the divine 
grace the Maharaja acquiesced to my proposition, allowed the coast- 
people to embrace Christianity and at once sent his envoys here. 





? Vicar- General, who should make them Christians, and send some 
Clerics, as they did for Cape Comorin. Please God the whole 
„coast from Quilon to Coromandel will, through fiis grace, the 
savour of Your Highness and my humble efforts, come over to 
our Holy faith. 

| In order to help me to serve Our Lord and Your Highness 

in this business so’ glorious to God and in order to induce the 


bulers of these kingdoms to become Christians, Your. Highness © 


, , Shouldygrant me the privilege that no one in these parts, from 


: Quilon to the shallows of Chilao, should be allowed to trađe iñ - 


opges without mi authori sation. 
Wo Besides forwarding d’s glory, Your Highness would thus 
2 ; nour me, and thy people here would infer that Fam a person 
Of daon among the Portuguese. That will bæ the case, 
believe me, if in fict, they see me wearing the insignia of the 
E ‘Order of Christ arid receiving due “honours from your officers. In 
= i the contrary case they will take me for somebody without 





They are waiting now for the arrival of the Governor and of the | 
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influence and will attach no importance to what I tell them. 
Among these people it is sometimes necessary to talk as one having 
authority. 

t In the Kingdom of Narasinga, the coast A m 
{tPalayakayal to Vembar), about 60,000 souls, i a C4 = 
‘janity. I requested them to send some of rete: Spout Pe ple 
1+6"receive baptism. They came, were baptised and I sent two 
| Champanas (boats) along with the newly baptised. As these 
l boats returned with other candidates for baptism, our Coromandel 
fleet° captured them and sold over 200 souls. Your Highness may 
infer from this what kind of justice prevails here in the absence 
of a Governor. At the time I was not on the spot, but in Travan- 
core. Some six or seven Rajas with their peoples acknowledgé 
Your Highness as their overlofd and are willing to pay tribute, 
and, please God, many of them will become Christians. 

May the favours and privileges I beg from Your ae ee 
be dispatched to me ready made immediately from Lisbon. I nave 
no money to induce anybody here to take steps_in the matter >....” 
Cochin, this 15th of December 1537. 

(Signed) Dom JoHN DA Cruz.* 

2 Fra Paonrno describes Tanor as “an ancient city” on the 
_ seashore at 11 degrees of latitude. In ancient times it had a King 
called Vattatara Giava. 

In a note in the first volume of the voyage of PYRARD DE LAVAL, 
who visited Calicut at the beginning of the seventeenth century 
(p. 425), we read that the King of Tanor was the Rajah of Vetta 
Putiangadi, known to Malayalees as Vettat Raja. The famil; þe- 
came extinct in 1793. 

Now Tanor (Tanur) is “añ important fishing village, a sub-port 
and headquarters of the fish-curing industry”. The Malabar Gazet- 
teer (p. 457) states that “Tanur was one of the early settlements 
of the Portuguese, and after the peace of 1513 with the Zamorin? 
a Chapel wa founded there”. This seems to be incorrect, for we 








know that the archetict of Fort Sant’ Angelo (Cannanore) began > 


a Fort on the northern bank of the Kallayi river in 1513. There—- 
'and not at Tanur—he built a Church, where a certain Pr. "Diego 
Moraes was Vicar in 1516. Equally incorrect is the statement | 
that “St. Francis Xavier visited the place in?154@ and converted ` 


al “the local Prince”. < > 2 
~ + With regard to, the Conversion of the Rajah öf ə Tanur, 


; bef: BARTOLI Asia, libro a pp. 205- 215. 
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